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SMPS Central PA is pleased to 
welcome five new members this 
month! Thank you to Committee 
Chairs Brooke Wenger and Shawn 
Barron for coordinating a successful membership drive, and to the 
members who exercised extra outreach efforts. Our new members 
are highlighted on the following page, and their firms will receive 
special recognition at an upcoming event. For those prospective 
members still on the fence…we’ve extended the additional benefits 
of joining through March.

Please mark your calendars for the following upcoming programs:
• March 20 – Corporate A/E/C Communication Tools 

(Mechanicsburg)*
• April 24 – 101NQ Tour and Networking (Lancaster)*
• May 15 – Two 1/2 Day Sessions: (1) Gracewriting and (2) 

Presentation/Communication Workshop (York)*
• September 14 – Penn State / Pitt Tailgate: Joint Event with 

SMPS Pittsburgh
*Don’t miss an opportunity to promote your firm – program 
sponsorships are still available for these events! See page 9.

Check our website often as more programs are added on a regular 
basis www.smpscentralpa.org. 

Cristina Barnes, CPSM
President, SMPS Central PA

President’s Message In this Issue:
• Announcements and Events
• Board and Committee News
• Sponsor Spotlights
• Member Spotlight
• Program Recap
• Sponsor Information
• Program Sponsorship 

Opportunities
• Careers
• The Society News
• Annual Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

http://www.smpscentralpa.org
https://ccsbuilds.com/
http://www.sse-llc.com/
https://www.rettew.com/
http://kinsleyconstruction.com/
http://www.mcmahonassociates.com/
file:www.smpscentralpa.org
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Upcoming Events

Connect with us!

20
MAR

Through the use of modern 
intranet technologies you can 
manage the flow of information, 
foster collaboration across 
all levels of your organization 
and empower marketing and 
management teams to gain a 
competitive advantage.

April 24: 101NQ Tour 
& Networking Reception 
(Lancaster)

May 15: Two 1/2 -day Sessions: 
Gracewriting & Presentation/
Communication Skills 
Workshop (York)

September 14: Pitt/Penn 
State Tailgate Party: Joint Event 
with SMPS Pittsburgh

Announcements & Events

Visit smpscentralpa.org  
for up-to-date 

information on our 
upcoming events!

Corporate A/E/C  
Communication Tools

Save the Date

Jennifer Riffle 
Senior Marketing Coordinator 
RK&K

Kyle Barmoy 
Marketing/Operations Manager 
Hanover Land Services

Josh Forsythe 
Vice President of Sales 
PROforma Forsythe Marketing

Robert Sushinski 
Marketing Coordinator 
Westfalia Technologies

Jennifer Risser 
Project Geologist 
Reliance Environmental, Inc.

Christina McCullough 
Business Development 
Paragon Engineering Services, Inc.

Welcome New Members!

http://smpscentralpa.org/meetinginfo.php
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1775432
https://twitter.com/SMPSCentralPA
https://www.facebook.com/SMPS-Central-PA-123295647701486/
https://smpscentralpa.org/index.php
https://smpscentralpa.org/meetinginfo.php?id=252&ts=1551273885
https://smpscentralpa.org/meetinginfo.php?id=252&ts=1551273885


Page 3

Membership Committee

Board and Committee News

SMPS Central PA is excited to announce that  
our 2019 Membership Drive has been extended  
through March! In addition to the normal benefits  
of becoming a member (discounted or free event  
registrations, networking, professional development opportunities, 
employment opportunities, educational resources, and more), this 
month we are also offering the following:

SMPS Central PA is excited to announce our 2019 Membership  
Drive! During the drive, we are offering additional incentives to join:

• $50 VISA gift card for new member referral
• Premier Program Sponsorship benefits for new member’s firm

 – Logo and URL on all SMPS Central PA event communications
 – Logo and URL recognition on SMPS event page
 – TWO complimentary event registrations
 – SMPS social media promotion of event
 – Two-minute firm introduction at event
 – Firm exhibit/banner
 – Firm swag or leave behind
 – Sponsor recognition on name badges at event.

    *Event selection subject to approval by Board of Directors
• Current members who refer a new member also receive a  

3-month extension on their own membership!

If you have any questions or would like to volunteer for the 
Membership Committee, please contact Program Co-Chairs,  
Brooke (bwenger@triadeng.com) or Shawn (sbarron@rettew.com). 

2018/19 Committee Chairs

Communications 
 
 
 
 
 
Melissa Yost 
myost@ntmeng.com

Membership 
 
 
 
 
 
Brooke Wenger, Co-chair (left) 
bwenger@triadeng.com

Shawn Barron, Co-chair (right) 
sbarron@rettew.com

Sponsorship

 
 
 

Dave Calnon 
dcalnon@printostat.com

Programs 
 
 
 
 
 
Shaun Shea, Co-chair (left) 
sshea@ccsbuilds.com

Brad Olena, Co-chair (right) 
bolena@thesummitgrp.com

Extended  
until  

March 31st!

mailto:bwenger%40triadeng.com?subject=
mailto:sbarron%40rettew.com?subject=
mailto:myost%40ntmeng.com?subject=
mailto:bwenger%40triadeng.com?subject=
mailto:sbarron%40rettew.com?subject=
mailto:dcalnon%40printostat.com?subject=
mailto:sshea%40ccsbuilds.com?subject=
mailto:bolena%40thesummitgrp.com?subject=
https://smpscentralpa.org/Membership
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With more than 160 dedicated professionals in 15 offices 
along the East Coast, McMahon Associates has the 
talent, ability and expertise to address any transportation 
assignment.  Our team of professionals have a keen 
knowledge and expert background in the following 
engineering services:

• Highways, Streets & Structures
• Signals & ITS
• Walking & Biking
• Traffic & Parking
• Transit
• GIS & Technology  

Since 1976, McMahon Associates has specialized in delivering 
innovative engineering, planning, design, and technology 
transportation solutions to our clients. We have built trusted 
and lasting relationships by satisfying, and often surpassing, 
the needs of both governmental and private sector clients. We 
provide services for transportation projects from planning, to 
design and permitting, through construction. 

McMahon Associates is proud to support SMPS Central PA 
both financially as a gold sponsor and through active employee 
involvement in the chapter. 

For more information about McMahon Associates, please visit mcmahonassociates.com

Sponsor Spotlight

http://mcmahonassociates.com
http://www.mcmahonassociates.com/
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Sponsor Spotlight

CCS Building Group is an industry leader in the Design+Build delivery method of commercial 
construction projects. We know the building process is costly and complex, and that is why we 
guide our clients through their construction projects and deliver the value they deserve. We 
assemble a collaborative team of architects, engineers, and other design professionals to provide 
creative solutions, maximizing quality and value. CCS specializes in long term planning and pre-
construction management, including, estimating, evaluating design feasibility, working with 
municipalities and monitoring land development. 

CCS Building Group also specializes in renovations, fit outs and turnover management. Utilizing 
our own team of in-house trades including, electricians, plumbers, painters and carpenters. 
Utilizing our in-house trades allows us to control an aggressive schedule and deliver the client the 
highest quality craftsmanship. An additional value added service is our own in house Design Team, 
for new construction or renovations, CCS will partner with you to develop appealing options and 
material selections tailored for your project. 

With CCS Building Group managing your project, you will have peace of mind knowing that we will 
handle every aspect of your construction project. With CCS on your side, your next building project 
will fit into your organization’s ongoing growth and success, ensuring that you can stay focused 
on the things that matter most. To schedule an appointment please call Shaun Shea, Business 
Development Manager at 717-869-2456 or e-mail at sshea@ccsbuilds.com.

mailto:sshea%40ccsbuilds.com?subject=
https://ccsbuilds.com/
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Member Spotlight

How long have you been a member of SMPS?   
A year and a half.

Why did you become a member? I am new(er) 
to the AEC industry. SMPS provides me with the 
opportunity to connect with my peers, learn from 
great programming & networking events, and grow 
in the industry. 

Who, if anyone, invited you to your first 
meeting?  
A colleague of mine had been a member and 
encouraged me to attend my first event. It 
happened to be the programs planning meeting 
followed by a York Revolution baseball game. The 
timing was perfect as I got to hear about all of the 
upcoming program ideas, and then network with 
SMPS members right after. I have never been 
a part of an organization that is as inviting and 
welcoming as SMPS Central PA. 

Do you have a mentor or guide (or have you 
had one in the past)? My SMPS mentor/guide is 
Brooke Wenger. She encouraged me to help with 
programs from the start which was a great way to 
get to know people and help realize all that SMPS 
has to offer. 

What quality does that person possess that you 
wish you did? She is upbeat, positive and always 
has a smile on her face.  

What is your favorite SMPS memory? There are 
many that I can mention, but it always comes back 
to my fellow members. The good conversations, 
the relationships that have been built. It all kind of 
runs together and you just feel like you are part of 
a big support network.

Of the other regular educational/networking 
events you attend, which would you recommend 
to SMPS members? Get involved with your local 

chambers. I have found them to be a great way to 
connect not only with my peers but to hear about 
trends, legislation, and upcoming projects that 
could provide opportunities for my company.

What is one thing that everybody knows you 
for? My Excel spreadsheets. Its an art, what can I 
say?

What is one thing that might surprise people to 
know about you? My wife and I like to watch the 
classic old movies – anything with Cary Grant, 
Katharine Hepburn etc. 

If you could change one thing about yourself 
what would it be?  At times I can be impatient – 
learning to be more patient, listen and be humble 
would go a long way.

What did you study in college? Communication 
Broadcasting

What would you study in college now?  
Technology – anything and everything cloud!

What are your hobbies & interests outside of the 
office and SMPS? Playing with my son, anything 
outdoors, Penn State football, family dinners and 
working on my new house. 

What is the one movie you have to watch if 
you run across it on your TV? It’s a tie - Thor 
Ragnarok or Guardians of the Galaxy – anything 
comic book related and I am in.  

Do you have any advice, secrets to success or 
guiding thoughts? Always try to compare yourself 
with who you were yesterday and not with who 
someone else is today. 

Name:  Brad Olena 
Title: Technology Consultant
Firm:   Summit Technology Group
# of years in the A/E/C industry:   3
Role with Central PA SMPS:  Programs Committee Co-chair
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The forecast for 2019 features a wide variety of 
programs. The first quarter alone touched on 
client and business development and marketing 
research topics.  

Business Development for the Technical 
Professional and Company Leaders 
We brought 2018 to a close with this interactive 
program educating attendees on the skills 
and practices that technical professionals and 
company leaders can employ daily to attract new 
clients and grow existing accounts. Attendees 
worked in groups to develop strategic steps to 
get to the famous person of their choice (i.e., 
target client) and to develop their company’s 
differentiating statement. They also held a mock 
client meeting putting their on-the-spot sales 
skills to the test. Following the program, attendees 
gathered at Annie Bailey’s Irish Public House in 
downtown Lancaster for some social networking.

Annual Holiday Party 
Our members 
and fellow guests 
unwound after the 
holiday season at the 
brand new Dave & 
Busters in Camp Hill. 
Members and guests 
engaged in fun, 
competitive game 
play while enjoying appetizers and drinks in a laid 
back environment. In addition, we continued with 
our annual tradition of giving back at the holidays 
by collecting donations for an animal rescue, 
Peaceable Kingdom, in memory of a very dear 
member of our Central PA family.

Megatrends Impacting the Design & 
Construction Industry
This presentation captured more than two dozen 
of these megatrends and interpreted them for 
A/E/C professionals. The presenter, Scott D. 
Butcher, FSMPS, CPSM, communicated content 
from his blog, capturing primary and secondary 
research. The event was sponsored by Paragon 
Engineering Services, a MEP Design firm in 

Central PA. This 
presentation looked 
at many of the trends 
or potential trends 
that are currently 
affecting design and 
construction firms – or 
are coming in the near 
future.

Prezi for the A/E/C Professional
Love was in the air for 
this Valentine’s Day 
lunch and learn as 
Anne Miller, CPSM, of 
Kinsley Construction, 
presented an 
introduction to 
Prezi for the A/E/C 
Professional. Anne 
provided an overview of Prezi and walked 
attendees through creating presentations from 
a blank canvas or from a template. The session 
was interactive with valuable questions and 
answers from the packed house. Participants are 
now equipped with tips and hints for creating a 
professional and effective Prezi for their firm.

“Can I Say That?” Marketing Ethics for AEC 
Marketing Professionals!
AIA Pennsylvania and SMPS Central PA teamed 
up to present ethical issues in advertising relevant 
to the A/E/C professional. The speakers Anthony 
Potter and Franklin Miller of Offit Kurman 
Attorneys at Law discussed these ethical issues 
with an analysis of the AIA Canons, which were 
supplemented with factual and hypothetical case 
studies. Through discussion, members learned 
that while it may be appealing for any A/E/C firm 
to bolster their experience in various platforms 
such as websites and proposals, ethical advertising 
promotes only advertising capabilities that align 
with the firm’s actual competencies, to prioritize 
serving in the best interest of the public, client, 
and colleagues. Networking with AIA PA and 
SMPS Central PA members followed the event at 
Appalachian Brewing Company in Harrisburg.

Program Recap
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Sponsor Information
Annual Sponsorship Opportunities

Program Sponsorship Opportunities

We are offering several sponsorship levels to fulfill 
every marketing need and budget. Please consider 
promoting your firm and supporting SMPS CPA!

SMPS CPA is the premier source for education, 
resources, networking, and information exchange 
for marketers in the A/E/C industry.

Almost half of our members hold senior level 
positions within their firms, meaning our sponsors 
receive prime exposure to many potential business 
partners and decision makers. In addition, our 
email distribution list includes more than 700 
friends.

Sponsoring SMPS CPA means supporting  
your firm in its efforts to gain maximum exposure 

We are also pleased to announce a 
new way to promote your business and 
support our chapter! Our new program 
sponsorship levels allow you to choose 
your level of support for whatever 
program you wish.

Your commitment as a Program 
Sponsor will help ensure we offer 
our member firms, and the broader 
A/E/C community, the valuable 
business development, networking, and 
educational opportunities throughout 
the year to help them transform their business. Please  
consider promoting your firm and supporting SMPS CPA! 

For more information about sponsorship opportunities, please contact  
Dave Calnon, sponsorship@smpscentralpa.org.

Purchase your  
Annual Sponsorship

Download the  
Brochurethroughout the Central PA A/E/C community. Now 

is the time to cultivate new and existing relationships 
and promote your firm! SMPS CPA could not survive 
without the support of our sponsors, and we are extremely grateful for their generosity.

Purchase your  
Program Sponsorship

https://smpscentralpa.org/sponsors.php
mailto:sponsorship%40smpscentralpa.org?subject=Sponsorship%20Opportunities
http://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=3
http://smpscentralpa.starchapter.com/images/2018-2019_SMPS_Annual_Sponsorship_flyer.pdf
https://smpscentralpa.org/sponsors.php
http://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=4
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Program Sponsorship Opportunities
Upcoming Program Sponsorship Opportunities
Sponsoring a program is a great way to promote your firm. There are different 
levels of sponsorship to meet your needs. 

Don’t forget, our Membership Drive has been extended through March! With 
a new membership, your firm receives a Premier Program Sponsorship (event 
selection subject to approval by Board of Directors). Now is the perfect time to 
join!

Below is a list of upcoming programs and sponsorship opportunities still available:

Annual and program sponsors are reminded to take advantage of their free registrations to participate 
in upcoming events. For more information or to select a program to sponsor, please contact Sara 
Crimmel Miller at scrimmelmiller@warfelcc.com.

Corporate A/E/C  
Communication Tools

101NQ Tour & Networking 
Reception 

Gracewriting and 
Presentation Training

In the changing workplace of 
remote workers, open office 
spaces and employees on the 
go, A/E/C companies continue 
to look for the best ways to 
stay connected and build 
company culture. Through 
the use of modern intranet 
technologies you can manage 
the flow of information, 
foster collaboration across 
all levels of your organization 
and empower marketing and 
management teams to gain a 
competitive advantage.  

Join us as leaders share 
their successful vision, 
planning, and achievement 
in revitalizing downtown 
Lancaster. This program 
includes a short presentation 
at the Lancaster Chamber of 
Commerce, a panel discussion 
with individuals involved with 
the 101 North Queen project, 
and a walking tour of the site. 
A networking reception will 
follow.

The first workshop begins 
with a chat about “writing 
with grace” and how you can 
apply this concept to all your 
writing. Tips and templates for 
different types of writing will 
be explored to help you quickly 
organize information, making 
your writing process easier and 
faster! 

The second workshop involves 
a highly interactive session 
strengthening your presentation 
skills through teaching/
discussion, games, exercises, 
and individual coaching 
opportunities.

Sponsorships available:

Premier $350

Title $250

Supporting $150

Sponsorships available:

Supporting $150

Sponsorships available:

Premier $350

Title $250

Supporting $150

March 20: April 24: May 15:

mailto:scrimmelmiller%40warfelcc.com?subject=
https://smpscentralpa.org/meetinginfo.php?id=252&ts=1551273885
https://smpscentralpa.org/meetinginfo.php?id=252&ts=1551273885
https://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=4&pid=33
https://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=4&pid=34
https://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=4&pid=35
https://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=4&pid=35
https://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=4&pid=33
https://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=4&pid=34
https://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=4&pid=35
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Careers

A/E/C Online Learning
Focused exclusively on marketing and business development 
for the A/E/C industry, MARKENDIUM: ONLINE LEARNING 
CENTER  brings you the best of both worlds: e-learning and 
professional development.

The current catalog features a variety of courses, from content 
marketing and client-building to return on investment (ROI) and 
social media. When you participate, you can even earn SMPS 
CEUs, AIA LUs, and PDHs.

Consider sharing the course catalog with your bosses and telling 
them you have access to this training, because of their support 
of your SMPS membership. Another idea? Consider hosting a 
brownbag with your office and leading a follow-up discussion. 
If you have other ideas for taking advantage of the ONLINE 
LEARNING CENTER offering, be sure and share them with the 
rest of us!

The SMPS CPA chapter’s Board 
and Committee Chairs are 
always striving to improve and 
provide our members with more 
value through targeted, relevant 
programs and the latest industry 
information. One idea that we 
had  was to ask you for your BIG 
IDEAS:

• What could we start to do or 
do better? 

• What industry trend or 
challenge would you like us 
to explore? 

• Could we communicate with 
you better or add a new 
section to this newsletter? 

No BIG IDEA is too small…
the collective knowledge and 
creativity of our chapter is truly 
tremendous, and we want to 
hear from you. So come on, 
share your BIG IDEAS with 
us! Email us at president@
smpscentralpa.org.

Through the SMPS CPA 
Chapter, members can begin 
their journey to become 
Certified Professional Services 
Marketers (CPSM). A  monthly 
series of brown bag study and 
mentoring sessions will focus 
on each Domain of Practice.

The cost includes all program 
and study group sessions, which are led by senior marketers 
and mentors.  The cost of the CPSM exam, study materials and 
application fee is not included.  This program is open to SMPS 
members only.

The program is designed to help members establish an exclusive 
mentoring network; strengthen competency in the marketing 
and business development practices for the A/E/C industry; and 
facilitate study groups and testing for members seeking National 
CPSM Certifications.

Questions?  Please contact Anne Miller, CPSM at cpsmprogram@
smpscentralpa.org

Career Advice

CPSM Programs

Expert Advice

Visit smpscentralpa.
org/classifieds for the 

latest job postings!

Need a Webinar? Visit 
smpscentralpa.org/

educational_program for 
our full library of titles!

https://onlinelearning.smps.org/
https://onlinelearning.smps.org/
https://onlinelearning.smps.org/
https://onlinelearning.smps.org/
mailto:president%40smpscentralpa.org?subject=
mailto:president%40smpscentralpa.org?subject=
mailto:cpsmprogram%40smpscentralpa.org?subject=
mailto:cpsmprogram%40smpscentralpa.org?subject=
http://smpscentralpa.org/classifieds.php
http://smpscentralpa.org/Educational_Program
https://smpscentralpa.org/CPSM_Programs
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The Society News
SMPS NERC

HAVE YOU HEARD?
This year’s SMPS NERC 
conference will be held 

in Providence, RI – a city 
that’s starting an exciting 
transformation of its own. 

Hosted at the Marriott 
Providence Downtown from 

May 1-3, 2019, the conference 
will attract over 350 of the 

region’s top A/E/C marketing, 
business development, and 
firm leaders for three days 

of learning, networking, 
and inspiration. Check out 
the exciting programs and 
register before it’s too late! 
http://www.smpsnerc.org/

program/

Save $200 on Build Business Registration
~Register by March 15!
You won’t want to miss out on the premier event for A/E/C 
professionals! Network with your peers in Wasington D.C., earn 
up to 15 CEUs, and leave with new connections and the industry’s 
latest trends and information.

The 2019 MCA competition is now open. Enter your best 
marketing work today! Final deadline is March 22, 2019. There 
is no limit on the number of categories a firm can enter, and 
multiple entries receive a discount per entry off the regular entry 
fee. Enter Online: https://smps.secure-platform.com/a 

Free for Members 
~ SMPS Lunchtime 

Learning Lab: Grow Your 
Firm Using Marketing 

Video
Video marketing is becoming 

more essential for firms in 
the AEC industries, but few 
take advantage of it. Learn 

the basics of video marketing, 
what types of videos are 
effective, and how to use 

them. Register online:  
https://bit.ly/2DXK0Zp

http://www.smpsnerc.org/
http://www.smpsnerc.org/program/
http://www.smpsnerc.org/program/
https://www.smps.org/buildbusiness/registration/
https://smps.secure-platform.com/a
https://smps.secure-platform.com/a 
https://bit.ly/2DXK0Zp
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Thank You to Our Annual Sponsors!
Gold Silver

In-Kind Sponsors

Media Sponsors

Bronze

We kindly ask that you adhere to our cancellation/refund policy to help us avoid unnecessary costs 
due to program no-shows. Even if a program is free, there are still costs involved with refreshments 
that we provide to attendees. The policy, which can be found under each program description on our 
website, states that cancellations made 48 hours prior to the event will be fully refunded. All other 
cancellations or no-shows will be invoiced for the full cost of the event.

Photos are frequently taken at our chapter events. The SMPS CPA chapter has the right to use photos 
from our events for any purpose, including but not limited to use in publications, on social media, in 
the newsletter, promotional materials, and on the website. 

Cancellation/Refund/Photo Policy

SKELLY and LOY, Inc. 

Warfel Construction
Buchart Horn

https://ccsbuilds.com/
http://www.sse-llc.com/
https://www.warfelcc.com/
file:http://bucharthorn.com/
http://rsmowery.com/
https://www.rettew.com/
http://triadeng.com/
http://kinsleyconstruction.com/
http://www.mcmahonassociates.com/
http://www.benchmarkgc.com/
http://www.fxdigitalmedia.com/
https://www.printostat.com/

