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Happy Summer! This is the last 
newsletter of our program year, but 
there is still a lot happening before 
the new Board and Committee Chairs 
begin their terms on September 1. We have events both informative 
and fun lined up for you in the next few months, including:

• June 26: Joint AIA/SMPS Adobe Skills 
• Aug. 1: Central PA Happy Hour at Build Business
• Aug. 7: Members-Only Susquehanna Riverboat Brews Cruise
• Aug. 28: Annual Meeting and Celebration
• Sept. 14: PSU vs. Pitt Tailgate

On behalf of the Chapter, I would like to sincerely thank our annual 
and program sponsors who stepped up this year to ensure that we 
could provide quality programming and benefits to our members. 
Your support is truly critical to our success. THANK YOU! 

I would also like to thank all of our Board and committee members, 
presenters, and other volunteers. These individuals, who are already 
busy with their jobs and families, still commit time and energy to 
provide ideas, leadership, event coordination, promotion, member 
advocacy, and skills that allow us to run a successful chapter, but 
also the fun and friendship that make this chapter so incredible. 
I am very grateful to have served with all of you this year and 
especially lucky to be part of this awesome tribe! 

Please come out on August 28 to review and celebrate the past year, 
meet the new Board and Chairs, and hear about the plans for next 
year! More details about the event coming soon!

Cristina Barnes, CPSM
President, SMPS Central PA
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Upcoming Events

Connect with us!

7

26

AUG

JUN

Join your SMPS friends this 
summer for a Brews Cruise 
aboard The Pride of the 
Susquehanna. Network with your 
peers while enjoying the sights 
and sounds of the river and free 
samples of Great Lakes Brewing 
Company craft beers!

August 28: Annual Meeting 
and Celebration
September 14: Pitt/Penn 
State Tailgate Party: Joint Event 
with SMPS Pittsburgh

Attendees will learn tips and tricks 
in both Adobe Photoshop and 
Adobe InDesign as they directly 
relate to the workflow of an A/E/C 
professional.

Announcements & Events

Visit smpscentralpa.org  
for up-to-date 

information on our 
upcoming events!

Pride of the Susquehanna 
Riverboat - Members Only

Tackling an Awards Submission - 
A Technical & Design Approach

Save the Date

Lucas Stacey 
Business Development Executive 
Quantum Dynamix

Congratulations to our newly-elected 2019-2020 Board of Directors!

President-Elect: Sara Crimmel Miller, Warfel Construction 
Director at Large: Shaun Shea, CCS Building Group 
Director at Large: Brad Olena, Summit Technology Group 
Secretary: Kristen Troxell, Benchmark Construction

Returning Board Members:

Incoming President: Ann Mark, McMahon Associates 
Immediate Past President: Cristina Barnes, CPSM, Stahl Sheaffer 
Engineering 
Treasurer: Todd Stager, PE, Pennoni

Regina Todd 
Marketing Manager 
First Capital Engineering

Brandy Shope 
Director of Market Development 
Buchart Horn, Inc.

Thom Stallings 
Principal 
Visit Intel LLC

Welcome New Members!

2019-2020 Board of Directors Announced

http://smpscentralpa.org/meetinginfo.php
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1775432
https://twitter.com/SMPSCentralPA
https://www.facebook.com/SMPS-Central-PA-123295647701486/
https://smpscentralpa.org/index.php
https://smpscentralpa.org/meetinginfo.php?id=256&ts=1556118004
https://smpscentralpa.org/meetinginfo.php?id=256&ts=1556118004
https://smpscentralpa.org/meetinginfo.php?id=258&ts=1559583925
https://smpscentralpa.org/meetinginfo.php?id=258&ts=1559583925
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Sponsorship Committee

Board and Committee News

Is your firm looking to stand out in Central Pennsylvania’s 
competitive A/E/C space? An annual sponsorship of SMPS Central 
PA may be right for you! As an annual sponsor, you’ll reach the 
full contingent of SMPS Central PA members, non-member event 
attendees, and partners in our business community. Designed 
for every marketing need and budget, our sponsorship benefits 
provide your firm with the highest level of visibility and awareness. 
Annual sponsorships also come with complementary event 
registrations, offsetting some of your current SMPS expenses while 
providing you with more value.

Is an annual sponsorship not in your firm’s budget? Consider 
becoming a Program Sponsor! Our Premier, Title, and Supporting 
levels allow firms of all sizes to take advantage of sponsor benefits, 
and allow SMPS CPA to bring career-building educational 
opportunities to our members. Check out the graphic below to 
learn what benefits are available to Program Sponsors.

Interested in growing your business development skills as a 
member of the Sponsorship Committee? Contact Dave Calnon at 
sponsorship@smpscentralpa.org to become a committee member 
for our upcoming 2019-2020 year!

2018/19 Committee Chairs

Communications 
 
 
 
 
 
Melissa Yost 
myost@ntmeng.com

Membership 
 
 
 
 
 
Brooke Wenger, Co-chair (left) 
bwenger@triadeng.com

Shawn Barron, Co-chair (right) 
sbarron@rettew.com

Sponsorship

 
 
 

Dave Calnon 
dcalnon@printostat.com

Programs 
 
 
 
 
 
Shaun Shea, Co-chair (left) 
sshea@ccsbuilds.com

Brad Olena, Co-chair (right) 
bolena@thesummitgrp.com

mailto:sponsorship%40smpscentralpa.org?subject=
mailto:myost%40ntmeng.com?subject=
mailto:bwenger%40triadeng.com?subject=
mailto:sbarron%40rettew.com?subject=
mailto:dcalnon%40printostat.com?subject=
mailto:sshea%40ccsbuilds.com?subject=
mailto:bolena%40thesummitgrp.com?subject=
https://smpscentralpa.org/sponsors.php
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Sponsor Spotlight
RETTEW is a leading engineering consulting firm dedicated to 
rethinking norms and driving change. We are committed to excellence 
in everything we do, and that extends to our clients and our community. 
RETTEW has a big-picture understanding with an eye for the smallest 
detail of every project, and there is an emphasis on quality and safety 
at every level of the firm. Since 1969 we’ve been leaders in our industry, 
consistently named a Top 500 Design Firm by Engineering News-
Record, and we are steadfast and loyal to our core values of integrity, 
excellence, relationships, safety, and stewardship of resources.

Our knowledge and know-how are vast and versatile, and that means we 
have the skills and resources to bring your ideas to life. You can place full confidence in our diverse 
team of engineers, environmental consultants, designers, surveyors, and other skilled specialists for 
demanding projects of all sizes, in a range of service offerings and markets.

A HALF CENTURY OF COMMITMENT

For 50 years, RETTEW has been solving problems, innovating solutions, and bringing client dreams 
to life. Over these last five decades we’ve grown from a small, local firm into a vibrant organization 
with hundreds of employees and national reach. We’ve continually expanded our expertise and 
tackled demanding projects of all sizes in a broad range of markets. We’ve watched our communities 
grow, and we’ve watched our own families grow. We’ve seen our industry evolve, and we evolved with 
it. In fact, a lot has changed since 1969, but we’re still guided by our traditional values and a strong 
commitment to relationships, quality, safety, and client delight.

https://www.rettew.com/
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Member Spotlight

How long have you been a member of SMPS?   
I have been a member of SMPS for just over 1 year and it 
is one of the best decisions I ever made.
Why did you become a member? I became a member 
because someone I know and trust highly recommended 
SMPS as soon as I accepted a Business Development and 
Marketing position with a construction company. I have 
a Marketing Degree from the University of Pittsburgh, 
but I have not had many opportunities to use my skill set 
and pursue my passion, until now, and SMPS has helped 
me grow professionally and personally in pursuit of that 
passion. 
Who, if anyone, invited you to your first meeting?  
Sara Crimmel Miller of Warfel Construction, current 
Director at Large and incoming President-Elect, thanks 
Sara!  
Do you have a mentor or guide (or have you had 
one in the past)? My mentor is our current President, 
Cristina Barnes of Stahl Sheaffer Engineering. Cristina 
has been great, and I cannot thank her enough for 
blessing me with even more of her time to mentor me 
during her SMPS Presidency, especially since she lives in 
State College!  
What quality does that person possess that you wish 
you did? Cristina has a sense of calmness and grace that 
I wish I had.  
What is your favorite SMPS memory? My first few 
programs I attended told me everything I needed about 
this group. Everyone was so friendly, inviting and willing 
to help me and introduce me to others. It didn’t take me 
long to feel comfortable and that cannot be said about a 
lot of other organizations and events.
Of the other regular educational/networking events 
you attend, which would you recommend to SMPS 
members? Well as Co-chair of the Programs Committee 
I RECOMMEND YOU ATTEND ALL OF THEM haha! 
Our whole team works very hard to listen to our 
membership and provide the best possible programs; 
from education opportunities, to charitable events, 
and most importantly the networking, friendships and 

camaraderie will last a lifetime. See you at the next 
event! 
What is one thing that everybody knows you for? I 
wear my emotions on my sleeve, I fight for what I believe 
in, and I love seeing people succeed so I will do whatever 
I can to help you, just ask!
What is one thing that might surprise people to know 
about you? I played lacrosse at Hempfield High School 
and went on to play at the University of Pittsburgh. 
As President and Captain of our team it was a great 
experience. 
If you could change one thing about yourself what 
would it be?  I am working on myself all the time and 
trying to be steadier, not too high, not too low. Being a 
very passionate person, I find it extremely difficult.
What did you study in college? Marketing and Human 
Resources Management
What would you study in college now?  Engineering 
followed by an MBA in Business Management
What are your hobbies & interests outside of the 
office and SMPS? I enjoy hiking, sailing, kayaking, 
fishing, basically anything on the water or on land 
looking at water. And anything my 3-year-old son Brady 
wants to do, from playing with trains, creating artistic 
masterpieces with sidewalk chalk, to our daily routine 
of riding our lawnmower around the neighborhood and 
embarrassing his mother. 
What is the one movie you have to watch if you run 
across it on your TV? Impossible question to choose 
just one; top of mind right now is THE MONEY PIT with 
Tom Hanks (right Brad?), HOOK with Robin Williams 
is on point, but POINT BREAK is the GOAT for me… 
“Utah! Get me two!”   
Do you have any advice, secrets to success or guiding 
thoughts? Read the Bible, Jesus has some good advice 
for you, listen more than you talk (still working on that 
one), and love people with everything you have! “Laissez 
les bon temps rouler” aka “LET THE GOOD TIMES 
ROLL!” 

Name:  Shaun Shea 
Title: Business Development Manager 
Firm:   CCS Building Group
# of years in the A/E/C industry: 13 years
Role with Central PA SMPS:  Co-chair Programs Committee and incoming Director at Large
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We’ve had some exciting programs in the last 
quarter and look forward to continuing the 
momentum throughout the summer!

Corporate A/E/C Communication Tools
In the changing workplace of remote workers, 
open office spaces, and employees on the go, 
A/E/C companies continue to look for the best 
ways to stay connected and build company 
culture. Through the use of modern intranet 
technologies, you can manage the flow of 
information, foster collaboration across all levels 
of your organization, and empower marketing 
and management teams to gain a competitive 
advantage.

We were pleased to welcome Trevor Roberts 
with Cross & Crown to speak on this important 
topic. Cross & Crown works in the A/E/C space 
along with supporting other industries and has a 
diverse background on this topic.

Adaptive Reuse: From Bulova to 101 North 
Queen

It was a beautiful day for a panel discussion, site 
tour, and networking party for the “From Bulova 
to 101 North Queen” program in April! 

A panel discussion was held at the Lancaster 
Chamber with key players working on the project 
discussing the challenges of urban revitalization. 
The panel was moderated by Tom Baldridge, 
Lancaster Chamber’s President & CEO.

Panelists included  David Martens, President 
& CFO, Zamagias Properties; Steve Funk, Vice 
President & Treasurer, Lefevre Funk; John 
Hershey, Designer/Client Manager/Associate, 
RGS Associates; and Robb Beiler, Senior Project 
Manager, Warfel Construction. 

The guided tour of the active work site was 
followed up by a networking party with live music 
and a few words from the owner of Tellus360.

Program sponsors included Warfel Construction 
(Premier), and RGS Associates (Title).

New Member Orientation & Current Member 
Refresher

Chapter veterans shared not just coffee and 
pastries with new members at this program, 
but membership benefits and reasons to get 
involved! Questions from our newest members 
were answered, resources were shared, and team 
building was accomplished!  

“That was a very organized meeting, informative 
and enjoyable.” - New Member Josh Forsythe, 
ProForma Forsythe Marketing

Program Recaps
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Central PA A/E/C Organizations Annual Mixer

We had a great turnout at our joint spring 
networking event at Café 1500! The local chapters 
of seven additional organizations participated, 
including ASCE Central PA, ABCD Susquehanna 
Chapter, ASHE Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Association of Environmental Professionals 
(PAEP), Keystone Contractors Association 
(KCA), the Mid-Atlantic Section of ITE, and WTS 
Central PA. Thank you to all who donated while 
networking – a total of $250 was donated to the 
Partnership for Public Health in Lancaster.

“Essentials of Writing with Grace” and “Bring 
Your Presentations to Life!”

Jen Hebblethwaite, Senior VP at Graceworks 
Inc., brought the ENERGY into the room at the 
“Graceworks: Content Writing & Presentation 
Training” on May 15th. Attendees learned 
through AEC-specific examples how to “write to 
with grace” and “make big bold choices” to bring 
their presentations to life.

Key takeaways included:

• Writing better cover letters to focus on 
solutions for your clients’ “splinters” (or pain 
points)

• Calming presentation nerves by keeping your 
focus on how to “help your listener”

• Developing your presentation “story” first, 
and then your graphics

Our Program Sponsors included CCS Building 
Group (Premier), Paragon Engineering Services, 
Inc. (Title), and Summit Technology Consulting 
Group (Supporting).

Program Recaps

Have suggestions on a program  
you would like to see us offer?

 Have an interest in planning fun  
and educational events?

Contact our Program Co-chairs!

Brad Olena 
bolena@thesummitgrp.com

Shaun Shea 
sshea@ccsbuilds.com

mailto:bolena%40thesummitgrp.com?subject=
mailto:sshea%40ccsbuilds.com?subject=
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Annual Sponsor Information

Annual Sponsorship Opportunities

We are offering several sponsorship levels 
to fulfill every marketing need and budget. 
Please consider promoting your firm and 
supporting SMPS CPA!

SMPS CPA is the premier source for 
education, resources, networking, and 
information exchange for marketers in the 
A/E/C industry.

Almost half of our members hold senior level 
positions within their firms, meaning our 
sponsors receive prime exposure to many 
potential business partners and decision 
makers. In addition, our email distribution 
list includes more than 700 friends.

Sponsoring SMPS CPA means supporting  
your firm in its efforts to gain maximum 
exposure throughout the Central PA A/E/C 
community. Now is the time to cultivate new 
and existing relationships and promote your 
firm! SMPS CPA could not survive without 
the support of our sponsors, and we are 
extremely grateful for their generosity.

Our board year runs from September 1st to 
August 31st each year. Contact Dave Calnon 
(sponsorship@smpscentralpa.org) today to 
secure your sponsorship!

Purchase your  
Annual Sponsorship

Download the  
Brochure

NOW ACCEPTING ANNUAL SPONSORSHIPS 
FOR OUR UPCOMING 2019-2020 BOARD YEAR

https://smpscentralpa.org/sponsors.php
mailto:sponsorship%40smpscentralpa.org?subject=
http://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=3
http://smpscentralpa.starchapter.com/images/2018-2019_SMPS_Annual_Sponsorship_flyer.pdf
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Program Sponsorship Opportunities
Program Sponsorship Opportunities

Sponsoring a program is a great way to 
promote your firm. There are different 
levels of sponsorship to meet your 
needs. 

Your commitment as a Program 
Sponsor will help ensure we offer 
our member firms, and the broader 
A/E/C community, the valuable 
business development, networking, and 
educational opportunities throughout 
the year to help them transform their 
business. Please consider promoting 
your firm and supporting SMPS CPA! 

Below is a list of upcoming programs and 
sponsorship opportunities still available:

Annual and program sponsors are reminded to take advantage of their free registrations to participate 
in upcoming events. For more information or to select a program to sponsor, please contact Sara 
Crimmel Miller at scrimmelmiller@warfelcc.com.

Tackling an Awards Submission: A 
Technical & Design Approach

Pride of the Susquehanna Riverboat

In this unique event brought to you by both the 
SMPS Central PA and the AIA Pennsylvania, 
attendees will learn tips and tricks in both 
Adobe Photoshop and Adobe InDesign as 
they directly relate to the workflow of an AEC 
professional.The event will be held at the 
Imperial in Lancaster, PA.

MEMBERS ONLY – Join your SMPS friends 
this summer for a Brews Cruise aboard The 
Pride of the Susquehanna. Network with your 
peers while enjoying the sights and sounds 
of the river and free samples of Great Lakes 
Brewing Company craft beers!

Sponsorships available:

Premier $350

Title $250

Supporting $150

Sponsorships available:

Title $250

Supporting $150

Purchase your  
Program Sponsorship

June 26: August 7:

mailto:scrimmelmiller%40warfelcc.com?subject=
https://smpscentralpa.org/meetinginfo.php?id=258&ts=1559583925
https://smpscentralpa.org/meetinginfo.php?id=258&ts=1559583925
https://smpscentralpa.org/meetinginfo.php?id=256&ts=1556118004
https://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=4&pid=33
https://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=4&pid=34
https://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=4&pid=35
https://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=4&pid=34
https://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=4&pid=35
https://smpscentralpa.org/sponsors.php
http://smpscentralpa.org/catalog.php?cat=4
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Careers

A/E/C Online Learning
Focused exclusively on marketing and business development 
for the A/E/C industry, MARKENDIUM: ONLINE LEARNING 
CENTER  brings you the best of both worlds: e-learning and 
professional development.

The current catalog features a variety of courses, from content 
marketing and client-building to return on investment (ROI) and 
social media. When you participate, you can even earn SMPS 
CEUs, AIA LUs, and PDHs.

Consider sharing the course catalog with your bosses and telling 
them you have access to this training, because of their support 
of your SMPS membership. Another idea? Consider hosting a 
brownbag with your office and leading a follow-up discussion. 
If you have other ideas for taking advantage of the ONLINE 
LEARNING CENTER offering, be sure and share them with the 
rest of us!

The SMPS CPA Chapter’s Board 
and Committee Chairs are 
always striving to improve and 
provide our members with more 
value through targeted, relevant 
programs and the latest industry 
information. One idea that we 
had  was to ask you for your BIG 
IDEAS:

• What could we start to do or 
do better? 

• What industry trend or 
challenge would you like us 
to explore? 

• Could we communicate with 
you better or add a new 
section to this newsletter? 

No BIG IDEA is too small…
the collective knowledge and 
creativity of our chapter is truly 
tremendous, and we want to 
hear from you. So come on, 
share your BIG IDEAS with 
us! Email us at president@
smpscentralpa.org.

Through the SMPS CPA 
Chapter, members can begin 
their journey to become 
Certified Professional Services 
Marketers (CPSM). A  monthly 
series of brown bag study and 
mentoring sessions will focus 
on each Domain of Practice.

The cost includes all program 
and study group sessions, which are led by senior marketers 
and mentors.  The cost of the CPSM exam, study materials and 
application fee is not included.  This program is open to SMPS 
members only.

The program is designed to help members establish an exclusive 
mentoring network; strengthen competency in the marketing 
and business development practices for the A/E/C industry; and 
facilitate study groups and testing for members seeking National 
CPSM Certifications.

Questions?  Please contact Anne Miller, CPSM at cpsmprogram@
smpscentralpa.org

Career Advice

CPSM Programs

Expert Advice

Visit smpscentralpa.
org/classifieds for the 

latest job postings!

Need a Webinar? Visit 
smpscentralpa.org/

educational_program for 
our full library of titles!

https://onlinelearning.smps.org/
https://onlinelearning.smps.org/
https://onlinelearning.smps.org/
https://onlinelearning.smps.org/
mailto:president%40smpscentralpa.org?subject=
mailto:president%40smpscentralpa.org?subject=
mailto:cpsmprogram%40smpscentralpa.org?subject=
mailto:cpsmprogram%40smpscentralpa.org?subject=
http://smpscentralpa.org/classifieds.php
http://smpscentralpa.org/Educational_Program
https://smpscentralpa.org/CPSM_Programs
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The Society News
SMPS NERC

NOW ACCEPTING 
ENTRIES

The AEC Excellence Awards 
2019 is now accepting 

entries! Submit your best 
AEC projects using BIM 

and innovative technologies 
in building design, 

infrastructure design, and 
construction. Nominations 
are also being accepted for 

Innovator of the Year. All 
winners will receive a free 
trip to Autodesk University 
in Las Vegas, international 

media recognition, and more! 
Submit your project today:  

https://www.aecexcellence.com

Save $150 Off the Final Rate ~ Register by June 15!
There’s still time to register! You won’t want to miss out on this 
premier event for A/E/C professionals! Network with your peers 
in Washington D.C., earn up to 15 CEUs, and leave with new 
connections and the industry’s latest trends and information.

Stay tuned for details on a Central PA happy hour during the 
conference!

Register Online: https://www.smps.org/buildbusiness/registration/

The Pinnacle experience returns in 2019 as the event for 
professionals with significant experience (10-15+) who serve as 
the “first chair” for leaving their firm’s marketing and business 
development efforts. This may include CEOs, CMOs, Directors, 
Principals, Vice Presidents, and SMPS Fellows. Attendance 
is limited to approximately 100 qualified professional to 
guarantee an impactful learning and networking experience. 
Register here: https://cart.smps.org/4DCGI/events/Register.
html?Action=Register&ConfID_W=595

The Official Online Store 
of SMPS

shopsmps.org
Shop apparel, totes, 

drinkware, event materials, 
gift sets, best sellers 

under $10, and more in 
the official online store of 

SMPS! Follow SMPSHQ on 
Facebook for updates on the 
#FeatureditemoftheWeek, 
every Friday: https://www.
facebook.com/SMPSHQ/

FOR A/E/C Marketing Leaders ~ The Pinnacle  
Experience, November 13-15, 2019 | Denver, CO

http://www.smpsnerc.org/
https://www.aecexcellence.com
http://buildbusiness.org
https://www.smps.org/buildbusiness/registration/
https://cart.smps.org/4DCGI/events/Register.html?Action=Register&ConfID_W=595
https://cart.smps.org/4DCGI/events/Register.html?Action=Register&ConfID_W=595
http://shopsmps.org
https://www.facebook.com/SMPSHQ/
https://www.facebook.com/SMPSHQ/
http://www.smpsnerc.org/
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Thank You to Our Annual Sponsors!
Gold Silver

In-Kind Sponsors

Media Sponsors

Bronze

We kindly ask that you adhere to our cancellation/refund policy to help us avoid unnecessary costs 
due to program no-shows. Even if a program is free, there are still costs involved with refreshments 
that we provide to attendees. The policy, which can be found under each program description on our 
website, states that cancellations made 48 hours prior to the event will be fully refunded. All other 
cancellations or no-shows will be invoiced for the full cost of the event.

Photos are frequently taken at our chapter events. The SMPS CPA chapter has the right to use photos 
from our events for any purpose, including but not limited to use in publications, on social media, in 
the newsletter, promotional materials, and on the website. 

Cancellation/Refund/Photo Policy

SKELLY and LOY, Inc. 

Warfel Construction
Buchart Horn

https://ccsbuilds.com/
http://www.sse-llc.com/
https://www.warfelcc.com/
http://bucharthorn.com
http://rsmowery.com/
https://www.rettew.com/
http://triadeng.com/
http://kinsleyconstruction.com/
http://www.mcmahonassociates.com/
http://www.benchmarkgc.com/
http://www.fxdigitalmedia.com/
https://www.printostat.com/

