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Gettysburg National Military Park Museum and Visitor Center 
Achieves LEED® Gold Certification 

Facility is the fourth of its kind in the Nation 

  

YORK, Pennsylvania – July 22, 2010 – LSC Design, Inc. (LSC) is pleased to announce the achievement of Leadership in Energy 

and Environmental Design (LEED®) Gold certification for the Gettysburg National Military Park Museum and Visitor Center. LSC 
was the lead designer for this project, coordinating the services of more than 20 different professional firms. It is the first museum in 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and only the fourth in the United States to receive LEED Gold certification, according to the 
latest data from the United States Green Building Council (USGBC). The facility is operated by the Gettysburg Foundation in 
partnership with the National Park Service and celebrated its grand opening in the fall of 2008. 

The USGBC’s LEED green building certification system is the foremost program for the design, construction and operation of green 
buildings. Over 32,000 projects are currently participating in the commercial and institutional LEED rating systems, comprising over 
9.6 billion square feet of construction space in all 50 states and 114 countries. 

The Gettysburg National Military Park Museum and Visitor Center houses one of the largest collections of civil war memorabilia in 
the world within its 139,000 square feet. The building includes 20,000 square feet of permanent interpretive gallery space, two 180-
seat state-of-the-art theatres, cafeteria and banquet style dining areas, a gift/book store, collection storage area, visitor center, and 
park and foundation offices. The facility is also home to America’s largest painting, the historic Gettysburg Cyclorama. Exhibited for 
the first time in December 1884 and painted by Paul Dominique Philippoteaux, the painting was carefully restored and is now back 
to its original size, 377 feet long and 42 feet high. 

“This facility needed to reinforce the sense of place already associated with the Gettysburg Battlefield grounds,” said Project 
Architect and LSC President, Robert A. Kinsley, II, AIA. “The building needed to blend into the landscape so that it felt like 
something that had been there all along.” For that reason, many of the LEED features of the building also focused on the historic 
and sensitive nature of the surrounding landscape. 

“Buildings are a prime example of how human systems integrate with natural systems,” said Rick Fedrizzi, President, CEO & 
Founding Chair, USGBC. “The Gettysburg National Military Park Museum and Visitor Center project efficiently uses our natural 
resources and makes an immediate, positive impact on our planet, which will tremendously benefit future generations to come.”  

Some examples of the Gettysburg National Military Park Museum and Visitor Center’s environmentally responsible design include: 

 Geothermal heating and cooling system, one of the largest on the East Coast, uses the earth’s constant ground 
temperature to heat and cool the building. The system includes 207 wells drilled to an average depth of 550 feet 

 Reflective “cool roof” materials help diminish heat island effect 

 Low flow toilets and sinks decrease water usage 

 20% of the facilities materials were manufactured locally and 50% were harvested locally contributing to less energy 
expended in the shipping of materials. Examples of these materials are the granite pavers, flooring, and countertops from a 
local quarry and exterior wood timbers harvested from a local barn built more than 100 years ago 
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 Native vegetation used in landscaping requires no irrigation 

 Stream channel and wetland restoration bringing the site back to its original form 

 Endangered grasses were harvested and transplanted during construction 

 Insulated metal wall panels, typically used in cold storage warehouses, optimize energy performance and help maintain the 
constant temperature and humidity controls required to maintain the Cyclorama painting 

 Underground storage tanks collect stormwater to reduce run-off 

 Green energy credits were purchased so that a significant portion of the facility’s power usage is generated from green 
sources 

 Establishment of a facility-wide recycling program 

 Landfill impact was reduced 75% by diverting metal, cardboard, and wood during construction waste to a recycling center 

 Preferred parking spaces were designated for carpooling and low-emission vehicles 

 Off-gassing was reduced or eliminated by selecting low-emitting materials such as carpet and vinyl flooring, adhesives and 
sealants, and paints and coatings  

LSC Design, Inc. is a multi-disciplinary firm of over 40 professionals including architects, engineers, planners, surveyors, interior 
designers and environmental scientists with projects throughout Pennsylvania, Maryland, New Jersey, and West Virginia. LSC’s 
work includes the Hershey Story Museum, The Museum on Chocolate Avenue located in Hershey, PA; the Agricultural and 
Industrial Museum located in downtown York, PA; and the Appalachian Trail Museum located in Pine Grove Furnace State Park. For 
more information about LSC’s services or recent project experience, please visit www.lscdesign.com or call 717.845.8383. 
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